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A New Project at Chishawasha
As I wrote in our most recent letter, Peggy Njlovu graduated from her Clothing Design College as the
top student in her class. (I am so proud of her, I think that bears repeating!) But what I did not tell
you is the latest project we have going at Chishawasha, which Peggy is managing. We call it our
Grandmothers Sewing Project. Peggy is teaching a group of eight Grandmothers of orphaned children to sew. All of them live in little three room huts with no water or electricity. All of the Grandmothers live within walking distance of Chishawasha and until now have had no way to support the
orphaned grandchildren who are living with them.
The Zambian Children’s Fund has been successfully selling shopping bags made from cotton
chitenga fabric for many years now. We decided to expand the business from just our beginning
girls sewing class to help some of the severely impoverished families living in the villages near
Chishawasha. All of the costs of the bags will first go to pay the Grandmothers and cover the actual
costs incurred. Any profits left over will directly benefit the school and skills program at the Chishawasha Children’s Home. It’s a win-win situation for everyone involved!
Last January while I was in Zambia, I wrote a funding proposal to U.S. AID in Zambia to help us start
the first class. They liked the idea and provided us with the funds to get started. We now have funding for Peggy’s part-time salary for the first year, as well as the initial cost of the fabric and thread.
We already have the sewing machines as the Grandmothers will be sewing in the mornings in the
same classroom where Peggy is teaching our girls either beginning or advanced sewing classes two
afternoons a week.
We will need help here in the U.S. and Canada from people willing to purchase the
bags and hopefully from stores, churches or
other organizations which are willing to sell
the bags. If you are part of an organization
which might consider helping us make this
project successful, please contact the ZCF
office in Tucson at (520) 323-2504 or e-mail
us at: info@zambianchildrensfund.org.

Sewing Class

Report from Zambia
Although I was not able to fly to Zambia this winter, I am in regular contact with the employees at
Chishawasha. They report there are currently 70 children living at the Chishawasha Children’s
Home with eight House Mothers employed to take care of them.
There are 120 children attending our primary school, grades 1 through 7. We have another 16 students attending middle school off campus (grades 8 and 9), 22 students attending Secondary
School (grades 10 – 12) and 4 students attending University. In addition we are supporting the education of five students who are living at home with their grandparents and one student who is going
through a skills training program. We have brought in four new children to live at CCHZ and have
fourteen new children attending our school who live with family members in the villages surrounding
Chishawasha.
We employ one full time gardener, who with the help of our older children, is farming soy beans on
the plot of land that was donated to us for the secondary school, in hopes of making a profit while
the land is not otherwise being used. And we continue to raise tomatoes, yams, onions, okra, spinach, eggplant, bananas, mangoes, avocados, peaches and oranges in large
plots behind each of the houses as well
as beautiful flowers in the front yards of
each of our houses. Most of the fruits
and vegetables we grow are eaten by
the children living in the houses and attending our school,
but we also manage to sell hundreds of
dollars worth of produce to neighbors
every year. The older boys have also
planted a small stand of native bamboo
to experiment with in their carpentry
class. Eventually they hope to start a
business making and selling school
desks and other furniture.
Banana Orchard and Corn Field at CCHZ

New Video on Point. Shoot. See!
In 2007, Klaus Schoenwiese, a professional photographer based in New York City, traveled to
Chishawasha to conduct photography classes with a small group of students. Klaus raised the funding himself, including funds provided by Kids With Cameras, run by founder and Academy Award
winner Zana Briski ( 'Born into Brothels'). The CCHZ students, many of whom had never seen a
camera before, took pictures over a three-week period. A select group of those photographs are
now on permanent display at the American Embassy in Lusaka, Zambia. Klaus has created a short
video at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PhLRKxUInF8, that displays the photographs taken and
provides the viewer with insights into the lives of these children and his work in Zambia. You can
also purchase prints from his website, with proceeds going to benefit CCHZ.

Do you have an old bike Lying Around?
We would like to start selling bicycles and bicycle parts in our store in Mumbwa. If that is successful enough, we would like to then open either a bike co-op or a small bicycle store/repair shop. Bicycles are a good mode of transportation out in the small towns and villages where there is not a lot of
automobile traffic. Because there are no large trucks traveling on the smaller roads, bikes are much
safer than in or near a larger city. We are hoping to get a lot of bikes, bike parts and helmets to put
into the next container we send to Zambia.
Please bring any bicycles, good parts and helmets you are willing to donate to 122 North Craycroft (Rincon Church in Tucson) on Saturday, May 4 from 12:00 to 4:00, so we can pack them into
the container going to Zambia.

Schedule a Speaking Engagement
Kathe Padilla, the Founder and Executive Director of ZCF
and the Chishawasha Children’s Home, has not visited the
East coast or West coast for a number of years now to
speak to groups about her work with the orphaned children
in Zambia. If there is enough interest she could possibly
arrange to travel east during the first two weeks of October
and to the west coast in the spring. If you or your group or
organization are interested in having Kathe speak, please
Contact the Tucson office at (520)323-2504 or e-mail us at:
info@zambianchildrensfund.org
Students in the 1st grade class

Who Knew??!!
There really is a silver lining to all the budget problems the U.S. Congress has been having recently.
Evidently, if you have been contributing to an IRA for years and are at least 70 and one half years
old, you can donate up to $100,000 to your favorite non-profit charity and it will not be taxed. Somehow this wonderful legislation was slipped in while Congress was working on budget items. 2013
very well may be the last year this can be done, so if you have been contributing to an IRA for years,
you might want to check it out…….and please keep the Zambian Children’s Fund in mind.
Recently we received a donation of close to $24,000 to be used for education and skills for our children by someone taking advantage of her tax free IRA contributions. We are hoping to use that
money to start building the infrastructure on the land donated for our high school and skills center.
This donation will help provide electricity, clean water, and other items so we will be ready to start
the actual building.
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“Unless someone like you
cares a whole awful lot,
nothing is going to get better,
it’s not.” THE LORAX, BY DR.SUESS
Visit our website: www.zambianchildrensfund.org

